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WAXAHACHIE INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

Vision Statement
Waxahachie ISD will support and empower our community of learners for success in the 215t century.

* Meaningful engagement and relationship building are essential for student success.

* Students have unique qualities and deserve a unique education.

* Parents, educators, and the community guide each student in designing and fulfilling his/ her
educational vision.

* Every student deserves the opportunity to learn through success, failure, and discovery.

* Change and growth occur best in a stimulating and innovative learning environment.

* students learning to voice their individual thoughts is imperative for progress in both themselves and
the community.

e All students deserve to be taught by highly effective teachers who are committed to professional growth

and passionate about learner success.

1. We will encourage, promote, and increase engagement and awareness through effective communication
among all stakeholders.

2. We will develop and maintain safe, innovative, and attractive facilities that will support optimal
learning, equitable growth, and sustainable development.

3. We will empower students to achieve academic growth and success through a strategically designed
curriculum and dynamic instruction.

4. We will actively seek, develop, and retain highly effective personnel and provide ongoing relevant
professional development that translates to student engagement and success.

5. We will leverage the latest technology to provide pathways to academic growth and success in a

dynamic world.
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Waxahachie Independent School District
Dr. Jerry Hollingsworth, Superintendent of Schools

Dr. David Averett,
Assistant Superintendent of Secondary Learning

Greg Reed, Director of Athletics

Ashley Treat, Director of
Career and Technical Education

Phillip Morgan, Director of Fine Arts

WISD Secondary Campuses

Waxahachie Global High Billy Bates Career and Technical
Ken Lynch, Principal Education Center
275 Indian Drive 3001 US HWY 287 Bypass
Waxahachie, TX 75165 Waxahachie, TX 75167
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The Waxahachie Independent School District does not discriminate on the basis of sex, handicap,
race, color, national origin or age in the educational programs or activities which it operates, as
required by Title IX, Section 504, Title VI, the Age Discrimination Act and the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA). The district’s nondiscrimination policy extends to admission or access to

treatment or employment in its programs and activities within its jurisdiction. For information about
student rights or grievance procedures, contact:

Mr. Lee Auvenshine
Title IX Administrator
411 N. Gibson
Waxahachie, Texas 75165

(972) 923-4631
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Waxahachie Independent School District

Waxahachie ISD is located in Waxahachie, Texas, a suburban community serving as the county seat for Ellis
County which adjoins Dallas County’s southern boundary. Waxahachie ISD is a district of approximately
9,000 students structured in 15 campuses.

The Academic Handbook for Student Success has been designed to provide curriculum information for
secondary students of Waxahachie Global High School. The purpose of this course catalog is to assist
students in making course selections that will meet their personal needs for grades 9-12, as well as, to satisfy
high school graduation requirements. Students are encouraged to consult with their parents or guardians
and the school counselors to choose courses that will prepare them for post-secondary opportunities and
provide academic challenges.

Waxahachie Global High School

Waxahachie Global High School (WGHS) is one of less than two hundred Early College High Schools
(ECHS) across the state of Texas. A personalized, engaging and relevant learning environment is provided
for the 100 plus students per grade population, grades 9-12. Students may apply to attend WGHS, and open-
enrollment selections are made using a lottery system in the spring prior to a student’s freshman year.

At Waxahachie Global High School, ECHS students are simultaneously earning both a high school diploma
and an Associate’s Degree or two years of college credit toward a Bachelor’s Degree. Whatever their prior
experience, early college high school students are challenged and supported to develop the knowledge, skills
and behaviors that lead to success in college.

Waxahachie Global High School, in conjunction with institutes of higher education, envisions a unique
learning environment that represents community interests and student needs including:

e Students have the opportunity to become core complete or earn up to two years of transferable
college credit while in high school.

e Mastery and competence are rewarded with enrollment in college-level courses and the opportunity
to earn two years of tuition-free college credit.

e The years to a postsecondary degree are compressed.

e WGHS provides academic and social supports that help students succeed in a challenging course of
study.

e Learning takes place in small, personalized learning environments that demand rigorous, high-
quality work and provide extensive support.

e To be considered for acceptance in WGHS, students are encouraged to complete Algebra I in the 8th
Grade

Beginning Freshman year, student schedules will include dual credit classes. Enrollment in these classes is
contingent upon a student taking the TSI exam for college entrance. Additional dual credit courses offered
to the student are based on the student having passed the TSI exam. See the school’s guidance counselor for
additional information.
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House Bill 5 (HB5) Graduation Requirements

Degree requirements include endorsements that enable students to explore career opportunities in high
school, and in some cases, receive certifications and advanced degrees in specified areas.

Texas High School Degree Begins with the Foundation Program
All students must successfully complete the Foundation Program to graduate from high school. The
Foundation Program includes 22 credits in these areas:

Foundation Program for Texas High School Graduates
e  English/Language Arts (ELA) 4 credits
Foundation Program e  Mathematics 3 credits
e  Science 3 credits
e  Social Studies 3 credits
e  Languages other the English (LOTE) 2 credits
e  Physical Education 1 credit
*  Fine Arts 1 credit
*  Electives 5 credits
Total 22 credits

Foundation Program for Texas High School Graduates with

Endorsement

e  English/Language Arts (ELA) 4 credits

e  Mathematics 4 credits
Recommended: Foundation e Science 4 credits
Program with Endorsement e Social Studies 3 credits

e Languages other the English (LOTE) 2 credits

e  Physical Education 1 credit

e  Fine Arts 1 credit

. Endorsement Courses

e  Electives

Total 26 credits

*Courses needed to earn an endorsement and electives to complete 26
credits.

In addition to the Foundation Program, students will select an
ENDORSEMENT on their degree plan from one of the five areas:

e  Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM)
. Business and Industry

e  Public Services

e  Arts and Humanities

e  Multidisciplinary Studies
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Endorsement Areas

The endorsement allows students to become college and career ready.

Endorsement Frequently Asked Questions:

How do I choose an endorsement I like?

After performing meaningful college and career research, students will select an endorsement and then meet with their
counselor to develop an individualized graduation plan that meets the student’s post-secondary goals and fulfills the

requirements of the selected endorsement.

Performance Acknowledgments

Performance acknowledgments are denoted on a student’s transcript and provide recognition for students who have

one of the following:

e Ascore of 3 or above on a College Board Advanced Placement examination

e At least 12 hours of college academic courses, including those taken for dual credit as part of the Texas core
curriculum, and advanced technical credit courses, including locally articulated courses, with a grade of the
equivalent of 3.0 or higher on a scale of 4.0; or (2) an associate degree while in high school.

¢ Bilingualism or Bi-literacy certification upon completion of test.

e ACT and SAT score (SAT reading and math - 1310 or better) or ACT composite of 28 or better)

e Earn a state-recognized or nationally or internationally recognized business or industry certification or license

ENDORSEMENT AREAS

Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math

(STEM)
= CTE STEM/Engineering
» Computer Science
= Math
= Science
»  Cybersecurity
* Combination

Business and Industry
= Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources
»  Architecture and Construction
»  Arts, Audio/Video Technology, and

Communications
* Business Management and Administration
» Finance

» Hospitality and Tourism

* Information Technology

» Manufacturing

» Transportation, Distribution, and Logistics
»= Journalism (English Electives)

Multidisciplinary Studies

Public Services

Cosmetology
Education and Training
Health Science

Human Services

Law and Public Safety
JROTC

Arts and Humanities

Art

Theatre

Dance

Spanish

French

Choir

Band

Humanities

American Sign Language

* 4 Advanced credits from within one or more Endorsement Areas or

» 4 credits in each of the Foundation subject areas; to include English IV & Chemistry and/or Physics; or

» 4 Advanced Placement (AP) or Dual Credit (DC) courses in the following; English, Math, Science, Social
Studies, Economics, Language Other Than English (LOTE) and/or Fine Arts

If you would like further information about the available graduation plans, visit the link below to the TEA Website for

clarification.

http://tea.texas.gov/graduation-requirements/hbs.aspx
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Foundation High School Program
The Foundation High School Program allows a student to earn an endorsement in one of five areas:

= STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics)
» Business and Industry

*  Arts and Humanities

=  Public Service

»  Multidisciplinary Studies

Each endorsement includes 26 credits, 22 of which comprise the foundation core.
“High school prepared” junior high students will possess:

» an understanding of academic and technical requirements for each endorsement,
» working knowledge of the 16 nationally recognized career clusters,
» and the study skills necessary for 21st-century college and career readiness.

Changing Graduation Plans

A student, the student’s parent or other person standing in parental relation to the student, and a school counselor or
school administrator must agree in writing that the student should be permitted to change any plan. A student may not
opt-out of an endorsement until after their sophomore year per TAC 74.11D.

Though a student may discuss a change of plan at any time with their counselor, changes to the plan and their schedule
may only be made at designated times. Classes may not be dropped to gain an off period.
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High School Grade Classifications

Total credits earned determine a student’s grade classification. Students graduating under the Foundation
program plus an Endorsement must earn a minimum of 26 credits, which satisfy requirements for a Texas

high school diploma.

WISD High School grade classifications are based on the cumulative total of credits earned:

High School Grade Classification Credits To Be Earned
Freshman — gth Grade 0-6.0
Sophomore — 10t Grade 6.5 —12.5
Junior — 11th Grade 13—19

Senior — 12th Grade 19.5 - 26

Students are classified at the beginning of the school year. Classifications will remain the same throughout
the school year unless corrections are necessary due to clerical errors. Early graduates may be classified as
seniors at the end of the first semester of their third year of high school.

Waxahachie ISD Grade Point Average (GPA) Scales

6-Point Grade Scale

Table 1.1
Letter Numeric Regular Honors
Grade Grade GPA Points GPA
Points
A 97-100 4.00 6.00
A 93-96 3.75 5.75
A 90-92 3.50 5.50
B 85-89 3.25 5.25
B 80-84 3.00 5.00
C 75-79 2.50 4.50
C 70-74 2.00 4.00
F 0-69 o} (o}
4-Point Grade Scale
Table 1.2
brate "omer'®  Gra point
A 90-100 4.00
B 80-89 3.00
C 70-79 2.00
F 0-69 (0]
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Transfer Conversion Scale

Table 1.3
Numeric Letter
Grade Grade
98 A+
95 A
92 A-
88 B+
85 B
82 B-
78 C+
77 C
75 C-
74 D+
72 D
70 D-
60 F

On all Scales <70 = No GPA or Credit

While numerous individual courses are listed as receiving GPA points, these lists may not be all-inclusive. ANY course
eligible to serve as Core Academic Subject Area (CASA); English, science, math, or social studies, will be included in
every student’s GPA calculation if they have taken a course. Weighted GPA (6.0) will be given to all AP courses that
fulfill a CASA, all Dual credit courses that fulfill CASA, and other selected courses identified as “honors.”

Class Ranking System

Grade Point Averages (GPA) are calculated using the scale (Table 1.1, 1.2, 1.3) by the student’s earned grade each
semester. The grade points awarded for each course are listed as the “GPA Type” in the course catalog handbook. Note:
Some courses receive credit for graduation but do not earn GPA. For example, Algebra I taken at the junior high counts
as a credit towards graduation but is not used to compute class rank. However, Algebra I taken in grades 9-12 counts
toward graduation credit and in computing class rank.

The 6.0 scale is used for ranking purposes. The 4.0 scale is used for those students whose planned college enrollment
requires GPA to be calculated on a 4.0 scale. According to Waxahachie Board Policy EIC(LOCAL)- X, “Class rank for all
students in grades 10—12 shall be calculated three times per year, following the first full semester, the second full
semester, and after all summer school programs. Official class rankings for students in grade 9 shall be calculated only
after the completion of the second full semester and all summer school programs.” In accordance with EIC(LOCAL)- X,
class rank will be calculated on the third Friday in September, January and June.

Summer College Credit programs

Students can receive authorization to attend summer college credit programs with prior approval through the
campus counseling office. To receive prior approval, the student must apply through the counseling office. Upon
completion of these APPROVED classes, these courses shall be placed on the official WISD Transcript. Prior approval
is important to assure that courses taken will meet WISD graduation standards and is especially important for student-
athletes who are trying to meet standards of the NCAA Clearinghouse.
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Valedictorian and Salutatorian

The student graduating from Waxahachie Global High School with the highest cumulative grade point ranking will be
deemed, valedictorian. The student with the second-highest cumulative grade point ranking will be deemed, salutatorian.
The valedictorian and salutatorian must attend Waxahachie Global High School for three consecutive school years. Early
graduates shall not be considered for valedictorian and salutatorian.

To determine the Valedictorian and Salutatorian, cumulative grade point rankings will be calculated at the end of the 5th
six weeks of the student’s senior year. GPA will be computed to three decimal points. In case of a tie for Salutatorian,

there will be a Distinguished Scholar Graduate Award.

Graduation Honor Cords

Honor Cords, to be worn at graduation, may be earned by meeting specific criteria in areas below. Some
cords may be subject to fees. You must be a member in good standing of each student organization to
receive the cord for graduation and represent this participation.

Technology Student Association
FIRST Robotics

Eagle Scout

U.S. Navy

Red, Silver, & Blue Cord
Black Cord

Red, White, & Blue Cord
Navy & Gold Cord

e Valedictorian Gold Medal with Blue & White Ribbon
e Salutatorian Silver Medal with Blue & White Ribbon
e Top Ten Medal with Blue & white Ribbon

e National Merit Finalist Scholar Medal with Blue Ribbon

e College, Career, or Military Ready  Blue, Green & Gold Cord

e National Honor Society White/Blue Stole

e Class Officer Blue Stole

e Student Council Blue Stole

e Navarro Associate’s Degree Red & Black Cord

e College (24+ Hours) Red & White Cord

e Science (5+ Courses) Green Cord

e Technology (3+ Courses) Green & Blue Cord

e Engineering (3+ Courses) Blue & Silver Cord

e Mathematics (5+ Courses) Blue Cord

e Foreign Language (4+ Courses) Green & Silver Cord

e Community Service (60+ Hours) White Cord

e Carter Blood Care (2+ Donations) Red Cord

¢ Rotary Interact Club Blue & Gold Cord
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Advanced Placement/Dual Credit Course Information

The Pre-AP Program is a program offered to schools by College Board. Pre-AP courses deliver grade-level appropriate
instruction through focused course frameworks, instructional resources, learning checkpoints, and collaborative
educator workshops. They are designed to support all students across varying levels of abilities through focus.
Participating schools receive an official Pre-AP designation for each course and the opportunity to bring engaging,
meaningful, foundational coursework to all their students across varying levels of abilities. This designation signals
consistent, high standards in focused courses that help build, strengthen, and reinforce students’ content knowledge
and critical thinking skills. Below is a link that may assist you in determining your college or university’s AP Credit
acceptance policy: https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/creditandplacement/search-credit-policies

Students taking an AP course may be required to take the AP Exam.

What is the difference between AP Courses and Dual Credit Courses?

FAQ AP Dual Credit Courses
AP courses are challenging, with the Dual credit courses are also college-level
What are curriculum audited and certified by the courses. Each dual credit course is audited and
the courses College Board, which is the same entity that certified by an area college through a written
like? produces the SAT. Work in these classes is agreement with the District. Currently, WHS
college-level. partners with Navarro College.
Highly qualified teachers teach dual credit
. . courses, generally, Waxahachie ISD staff, who
Who AP courses are taught by highly que}llﬁed have a minimum of 18 graduate hours in the
hes th Waxahachie ISD teachers who receive )
teaches the special training from College Board subject area they teach, and who serve as
course? P & 8 : adjunct faculty to the partner college or
university.
AP credit is given based on the score the In a Dual Credit course, high school students
student earns on the AP test at the end of are “dually enrolled” in the college that is
the course. AP tests are scored on a scale of 1 certifying the class. The student pays for the
How do I get . - . L
. to 5, with a 3 or above generally considered credit at the beginning of the course, and the
college credit ine. d ai h . dei dod on both the high school
for the passing, depending on the requirements grade is recorded on both the high schoo
course? from the college of interest. Information transcript and the college transcript. Aslong
) about AP credit and placement policies at as the student meets the minimum grade
many colleges and universities is available at requirement, credit is awarded at completion of
www.collegeboard.com/ap/creditpolicy the course.
AP courses do not have a fee; however, there Costs vary depending on the course hours and
What is is a fee for the test. The test is historically Ty dep & A
] . the partner college. Navarro tuition is
the cost below $100. If the score requirement is met .
. currently about $70 per credit hour. Most
of the foryour college of interest, the college could . .
. courses are 3 credit hours, with some 4 hour
course? award you between 3 and 6 hours of credit .
. credit courses also offered.
for the price of that one test.
Howdo I
know if the The College Board website has a link to
credit will college policies regarding AP credit and Visit the Texas Common Course Numbering

transfer to
my college of

placement. Please visit
www.collegeboard.com/ap/creditpolicy

System website at https://www.tcens.org/

interest?
What grade g A
can I begin AP courses are primarily offered at the Dual credlé courses are %nmarﬂy offef(ed tod
taking these junior and senior levels, although there are a ]unlorian se&noés. Sikorgeniss s tili € an
classes, and limited number of offerings students may meelt‘ the Stall(l (air 10 na dTSII}lest mn of( N tﬁ 1
do I need to take earlier. There is no college-ready qua 1fy1to tfa e duat € rf It. Please as ha %c IOO
take a test to testing requirement to take an AP course. I () L O i o el ) e 1
get in? testing.
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Predictors of Success for Advanced Placement and Dual Credit Enrollment

The College Board identifies motivation as the key factor in being a successful Pre-AP/AP student. Other factors, which
are also important, including having a strong foundation and interest in the subject matter covered.

Advanced Placement (AP) Course Offerings
In AP classes, just like in college, you’ll face new challenges and learn new skills in the subjects you care about. All with
the support of your classmates and teachers. By taking an AP course and scoring successfully on the related AP Exam,
you can save on college expenses most colleges and universities nationwide offer college credit, advanced placement, or
both, for qualifying AP Exam scores. These credits can allow students to save college tuition, study abroad, or secure a
second major. (Information cited from College Board)

*Note: Classes offered are contingent on staffing and enrollment.

Per the recommendation of the College Board, there are no summer reading assignments, but there may be a suggested
reading list compiled by a teacher. Therefore, WISD is adopting the policy of NO summer assignments. There are no
grades issued for these suggested assignments and shall not be used to prevent a student’s entrance into a class.

AP Testing Criteria - Grades 9-12

WISD feels strongly about the importance of taking the AP exam; thus, it has committed to helping students with a
reduction in cost. The normal exam fee is $94. Students pay a $50 fee for the first exam and $45 for each additional
exam, which is less than half price. AP exam orders will take place in October/November. All exams will be ordered
through Total Registration and require full payment before ordering exams. Due to deadlines for ordering exams,
students must meet all due dates for ordering as well as making payment.

Dual Credit Courses (DC)

The Dual Credit Program at WISD offers an opportunity for high school students who have completed their sophomore
year or received special permission granted by the district to take college-level academic courses for high school and
college credit simultaneously. Courses offered will be based upon written agreement between WISD, their institution of
higher education, and must meet the Texas Education Code provisions relating to courses for joint high school and
college credit.

Students must meet all requirements for enrollment at their institution of higher education for both semesters and will
be required to enroll through the college’s business office. Students are responsible for all required fees,
tuition, and books for both semesters by the deadlines given by their college professors. Failure to
obtain required supplies could result in being dropped from the course. Students that have not met the
acceptable dual credit tests must take a College Placement Exam (TSI Assessment). Students who are exempt from one
part of the placement test will be required to take the TSI Assessment in the other areas before enrolling for related
college courses. Students must take the TSI for dual credit admissions. TSI will be offered at WHS before student
course selections. Please check with your counselor for specific test dates.

Waxahachie ISD Secondary Education
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What are the eligibility requirements to take a dual credit class?

For admittance into dual credit coursework, students must meet eligibility requirements set forth by the Texas Higher
Education Coordinating Board. This includes minimum scores in the areas of reading, writing, and mathematics on the
Texas Success Initiative (TSI) exam or equivalent substitution scores.

The score requirements are as follows:

Test Score Explanation / Requirements
College Readiness scores for each area of the TSI Assessment
e Writing- a placement score of at least 340, and an essay score
TSI of at least a 4, or

e Aplacement score of less than 340, and an ABE Diagnostic level
of at least 4, and an essay score of at least 5
Reading — 351 Math - 350

STAAR End-of-

An English IT EOC score of 4000 or higher shall exempt for both the reading
and writing sections of the TSI Assessment. An Algebra I EOC score of 4000

Course (EOC) or higher and a passing grade in Algebra II and/or a 4000 or higher on the
11th Grade only Algebra II EOC shall exempt for the mathematics section of the TSI
Assessment
A combined score of 1070 on the PSAT/NMSQT with a minimum of 500 on
PSAT / NMSQT the critical reading and/or mathematics test relevant to the courses to be
llth Grade attempted.
A composite score of 23 with a minimum of 19 on the English test shall be
ACT exempt for both the reading and writing sections of the TSI Assessment
12th Grade only and/or 19 on the mathematics test shall be exempt for the mathematics
section of the TST Assessment.
A combined critical reading (formerly "verbal") and mathematics score of
SAT 1070 with a minimum of 500 on the critical reading test shall be exempt for
both reading and writing sections of the TSI Assessment, and/or 500 on the
12th Grade only

mathematics test shall be exempt for the mathematics section of the TSI
Assessment.

For dual credit, students who are dropped by the institution of higher learning will remain in the scheduled class but
will receive grades on the 4.0 scale.

Dual Technical Credit:

For dual technical credit, entrance criteria are determined by the type of program or certification the course leads to
and whether the student is seeking coursework beyond a Level 1 certification. Please see the CTE Director and/or CTE
Counselor to determine whether TSI testing is needed for the type of dual technical credit that is being sought.

Note: WISD accepts no responsibility for a college’s acceptance of dual credit transfer courses. Students are
responsible for payment of all required fees, tuition, and books for both semesters by the deadlines provided
by the institute of higher education. Prospective students are also responsible for taking the TSI examination
before admission into Dual Credit coursework. Students placed in DAEP may not be able to continue
enrollment in a dual credit course due to rules regarding required class attendance for higher education
entities.
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Dual Credit (DC) Course Offerings

Waxahachie High School offers courses for credit and GPA for Dual Credit. To satisfy one year of high school
mathematics or science credit requires two semesters of completion from the approved list.

Students are prohibited from retaking a DC course to increase their final grade. The student’s initial grade will be
placed on the high school transcript unless they are re-taking/re-enrolling because they earned a failing grade.

ALL DC courses will follow the institution of higher education’s grading policy.

High school credit may also be earned without earning GPA counted for Rank Calculation by successful completion of
courses offered at Navarro College. A high school Counselor’s approval is required. Course availability at Navarro
College is contingent on staffing and enrollment.

Once enrolled in a dual credit course, can a student get a schedule change?

Once enrolled in a dual credit course, the college determines the drop date and tuition reimbursement policy. Students
must know this information and understand how a dropped course may affect their high school graduation plans. Also,
students should be aware that Texas Senate Bill 1231 limits the number of classes a student may drop during his/her
college career. If a student chooses to drop a dual credit course, it is the student’s responsibility to ensure that all
required drop/withdrawal forms are submitted to Navarro College by the college’s established deadline.

Waxahachie ISD Secondary Education
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WISD Approved Courses Exempt from No-Pass, No-Play

Students must meet the Texas Education Agency, passing standards to participate in extracurricular activities. The
state allows districts to identify courses that may be exempt from these passing standards. The following courses have
been approved by TEA for exemption from the passing standards.

Pre-AP English I, Pre-AP English IT, AP English Language I11, DC English ITI,

Language Arts AP English Literature IV, DC British Literature, DC Research, and Technical

Writing
Mathematics Pre-AP Geometry, Pre-AP Algebra II, Pre-Calculus, Pre-AP Pre-Calculus, DC
Pre-Calculus, AP Calculus AB, AP Computer Science, AP Statistics
Science Pre-AP Biology, AP Biology, DC Biology, Pre-AP Chemistry, AP Chemistry, DC

Chemistry, AP Physics 1, AP Physics 2, DC Geology

AP World History, AP US History, DC US History, AP U.S. Government,
AP Economics, AP Human Geography, DC Government, DC Economics, DC

ol Studi
Social Studies Texas Government, DC Psychology,

Foreign Language | Pre-AP Spanish III, AP Spanish IV, AP Spanish V, Pre-AP French III,
AP French IV

Other AP Studio Art: Drawing

Additional Honors/Advanced Courses:
In addition to the exemptions granted by 19 TAC 74.30, the District shall grant exemptions to students enrolled in the
following junior high honors/advanced courses when a minimum grade of 60 is earned:

1. Pre-Algebra (when enrolled in the course before grade 8)

2. AlgebraI (when enrolled in the course before grade 9)

3. Geometry (when enrolled in the course before grade 9)

Advanced Courses Minimum Grade Requirement:

In February 2019, the WISD Board of Trustees approved a policy to require students in advanced courses on the WISD
Approved Courses Exempt from No Pass, No Play list to maintain a grade of 60 to participate in an extracurricular
activity. The board provided a one-time waiver for students in advanced classes who are failing with a minimum grade
of 55 for one grade check during a school year. For more information on this requirement and applying for a waiver,
please contact your campus principal, counselor, or extracurricular coach/director. This requirement will begin in the
2019-20 school year.
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General Information about the High School Program

Family and Community Service
Community Service is not a requirement for graduation; however, it is an important part of the scholarship and college
admission process. WISD promotes opportunities for students to do community service outside of school in grades 9—
12, and participate in the Family and Community Service Class offered to senior students. WISD awards a Cord to be
worn at graduation for students who have accumulated 60 or more hours of approved and documented community
service in grades 9—12. For students to receive graduation honors in community service, the following guidelines must
be met:
» Request approval for community service hours before performing the community service activity.
*= Hours accumulated away from the campus must be documented and confirmed with the signature of a
Supervisor.
*  Hours must be performed in grades 9—12.
» Students must keep a journal describing the activities performed and its impact on the student and the
community.
»  Students must submit all required documentation to the community service coordinator by the end of the fall
semester of the student’s senior year.

Foreign Exchange Students

Foreign Exchange students enrolling in Waxahachie ISD will take all required 11th grade core classes except for the
following: Students will be enrolled in 11th grade US History in the Fall semester and 12t grade Government in the
Spring semester.

High School Courses Taken at the Junior High Level

Students may earn high school credits with successful completion of designated courses offered at the 8th grade level.
Course work completed before the start of the fall semester of the student’s freshmen year will count as credit, but the
grade earned will not be included when calculating rank.

Transfers into the District

The district shall accept all credits earned toward state graduation requirements by students in state-accredited school
districts. Advanced GPA credits for transfer students will be included in WISD GPA only if the course is offered as an
advanced or honors course at the high school level in WISD. Credits awarded by a previous school with a grade lower

than 70 will receive credit in WISD, but will not be calculated in their GPA.

All students transferring in from accredited schools may receive credit upon verification of an official transcript.
Students transferring in from non-accredited schools will be reviewed on a case by case basis.

Additionally, students transferring into WISD with a grade of P on any course work will receive a 70 for their grade,
and any student transferring into WISD with a grade of F will receive a 60 for their grade.

Students not willing to accept this verification process will be able to take Credit by Examination (CBE).

Passing a Class

Students must achieve a final grade average of 70 to receive course credit. WISD averages semester courses for a full
year; for example, a student might fail one semester and yet pass the class for the year if the full year’s average is 70 or
higher. For UIL eligibility, district designated courses approved by the WISD Board of Trustees may be eligible with a
standard lower than 70; however, a credit will not be earned for an overall grade of less than 70. Students dropping
from a Dual Credit, Pre-AP or AP class before the end of the semester will carry the grade earned to the regular class
with no grade average or grade point average adjustments.
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Graduation

To participate in graduation, students must meet state requirements by May of their senior year. Students must meet
all course requirements and pass all required state testing to participate in WISD high school graduation ceremonies.
Students meeting all requirements for graduation after the spring graduation ceremony may be allowed to walk in a
subsequent graduation ceremony if offered by the district.

Career and Technical Education

Career and Technical Education (CTE) programs are designed to prepare students for a lifetime of success. It allows
students to achieve excellence by preparing them for secondary and post-secondary opportunities, career preparation
and advancement, meaningful work, and active citizenship. CTE programs are designed based on the belief that the
curricula of the 21st century should combine rigorous academics with relevant career education.

Course Scheduling

The Waxahachie ISD Counseling Department will make every effort to advise students in the selection of appropriate
classes based on their career goals, interests, and graduation requirements. However, students’ course selections are
ultimately the responsibility of the students and their parents/legal guardians.

All high school students will pre-register for the following school year in early spring. Scheduling concerns may be
addressed prior to schedule change request deadlines. Students are encouraged to plan their coursework in sequential
order and in line with their established graduation plan.

An endorsement may be changed at any time by contacting the student’s academic counselor and
completing the approved TEA form, but schedules shall only be changed at the end of a semester. Any
change to the Foundation Plan without an endorsement requires a meeting with the student, the
academic counselor, the parent/legal guardian, and approval by an administrator.

Schedule Changes
Students may submit a schedule change request form before the new semester in accordance with the established
deadlines to help ensure all changes are complete prior to the start of the semester.

Once the fall or spring semester starts, changes will only be made if one of the following criteria are met:
* Did not receive a course required for graduation.
=  Already earned credit for class or equivalent (Night School, Credit Recovery)
*= Enrolled in a course for which you have not met the prerequisite.
» Computer/Scheduling error (missing a class, unbalanced schedule, etc.)
» Need to repeat a class which was failed

No schedule change requests will be accepted after the first 5 school days.

AP and DC Credit Class Changes

The most important predictor of college success is an academically rigorous high school experience. Rigorous
coursework in elementary and middle school provides students with the foundation to complete college-level course
work in high school. The opportunity to develop college readiness is the Advanced Placement Program® (AP®)
offered by College Board and the Dual Credit program in partnership with Navarro College. These two academically
rigorous pathways provide students with the option to complete college-level course work in high school and to prepare
to be successful in college.

When a student takes the AP exam in May, students who earn a score of 3 or higher on an AP Exam outperform non-
AP students in college: they earn more credits, get higher grades, are more likely to return to college for a second year
and are more likely to earn a degree.

WHS strongly believes that Pre-AP, AP and Dual Credit courses provide enhanced academic opportunities for all
students; the district also recognizes students may struggle academically. WHS encourages students and parents to
monitor grades closely during the grading periods. If a student begins to struggle, it is encouraged that a
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parent/teacher conference is scheduled to create strategies to be implemented over a period of time that will aid in the
student's success.

Advanced Placement Program (AP) and Dual Credit Focus on three critical goals:

« Increasing rigor

» Promoting equity

« Developing critical knowledge and skills

WISD strongly encourages educators to make equitable access a guiding principle for their AP programs by giving all
willing and academically prepared students the opportunity to participate in AP.

Benefits of Pre-AP, AP and Dual Credit for Students:

Prepare for success in college by taking college-level courses while still in high school

Explore advanced topics — study in greater depth

Develop advanced skills — form disciplined study habits

Build confidence in capability to succeed in college Opportunity to earn awards and scholarships and improve
chances of college admission Opportunity to earn college credit or advanced placement

e Possible tuition savings

e Appropriate placement in college courses

e Flexibility to pursue double major in college, combined B.A./M.A. programs, study abroad options

Preparation for Pre-AP, AP and Dual Credit Courses:
e Academic preparation: willingness to work hard
e Motivation: determination to succeed

e The Pre-AP Program (grades 8-12) is a program offered to schools by the College Board. Pre-AP courses
deliver grade-level appropriate instruction through focused course frameworks, instructional resources, and
learning checkpoints. They are designed to support all students across varying levels of abilities through focus.
Participating schools receive an official Pre-AP designation for each course and the opportunity to bring
engaging, meaningful, foundational coursework to all their students across varying levels of abilities. This
designation signals consistent, high standards in focused courses that help build, strengthen, and reinforce
students’ content knowledge and critical thinking skills.

e AP (grades 9 - 12) courses differ from regular high school courses in that instructors use an advanced
curriculum outlined by the College Board and authorized through the College Board’s audit process. AP
courses provide college-level instruction and culminate in AP exams that are designed by the College Board.
Students who earn an appropriate score on the AP exam may receive college credit. Please check with your
potential universities to understand AP transfer requirements. Below is a link that may assist you in
determining your college or university’s AP Credit acceptance policy:
https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/creditandplacement/search-credit-policies

¢ Advanced (grades 10-12) courses are core classes that are not guided by College Board but are
foundational in preparation for AP and Dual Credit classes.

e Dual credit (grades 10 - 12) courses are college level classes. Dual Credit courses are the same class that
you would have if you attended the college accrediting the course. Again, students need to exhibit the maturity
level and responsibility of someone taking a college level class. The student is financially responsible for the
payment of classes and books in a dual credit class. The grade earned in a dual credit course will go on both the
student's high school and college transcript and be incorporated into the student’s high school GPA. Dual
credit courses cannot be taken for a higher grade at the high school level unless the student failed to earn credit
in the dual credit course. It’s always recommended that you check with your potential universities to make sure
the credit will transfer.

Parents and students must sign and return a student parent agreement prior to registering for Pre-AP, AP, advanced or
Dual Credit Class to be enrolled in the advanced class. While our upper-level advanced classes are open enrollment, we
encourage you to review the class rigor and expectations both during the school day as well as outside the school day in
regard to the level of expectation and time commitment. Please check with your student’s counselor if you have any
questions. We recommend a “meets grade level” standard or higher on the STAAR/EOQC as a good success indicator.

Please review the guidelines and recommendations below to be enrolled in a Pre-AP, AP, advanced and DC courses.

1. As astudent I recognize that I have to demonstrate independence and responsibility. I must meet the highest
standards of performance in any honors or advanced placement course. I understand that my success in this
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Pre-AP/AP/Advanced/Dual Credit course is primarily my responsibility. I commit to attend class, study and do
well on exams/quizzes/projects and turn in assignments on time.

2. Tknow that I am committed and cannot transfer or drop Pre-AP/ AP until six weeks, if all criteria are met.
Changes at semester will be reviewed based on input from the teacher, student performance (completion of
course assignments and/or frequency of tutorials), and availability of space in regular courses. A
parent/student/teacher meeting is required. Dual Credit classes will follow Navarro registration policies, drop
and payment deadlines.

3. Tunderstand this class offers increased rigor and challenge, and I agree to request help when I need it and to
attend tutorials if I fall behind in class assignments or experience difficulty with course content.

Canceling Courses and Course Availability

WISD reserves the right to cancel a course listed in the Course Description Handbook if pre-registration indicates there
will be an insufficient enrollment or if certified staff is not available. Additionally, not all courses are offered at each
school. Please check with the school’s counseling office if you have any questions.

Assessments

State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR)

Beginning in the 2011-2012 school year, STAAR replaced the Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS)
assessment and is used for the 5 End-of-Course assessments (English I, English II, Biology I, Algebra I and U.S.
History) and the new grade 3-8 assessments mandated by House Bill 3 in the 2009 Legislative session. Students in the
graduating class of 2015 were the first students who were required to meet the end-of-course testing requirements, as
well as pass their classes, in order to earn a diploma. The new tests are significantly more rigorous than previous tests
and measure a student’s performance as well as academic growth. The grade 3-8 STAAR tests in reading and
mathematics, by law, must be linked from grade-to-grade to performance expectations for the English IT and Algebra IT
End-of-Course assessments.

Pre-College and College Assessments

It is the desire of WISD for all students to attend post-secondary training regardless of career aspirations. WISD will
pay for any sophomore or junior who enrolls in PSAT and for sophomores wanting to take Pre-ACT. Additionally,
WISD will pay for one of either the ACT or the SAT in the student’s junior or senior year. It is the student’s
responsibility to submit a reimbursement form along with proof of payment and exam results. Any subsequent tests
will be the responsibility of the student.

American College Test (ACT)
The ACT® assesses high school students' general educational development and their ability to complete college-level
work.

The ACT is administered in approximately three hours. For student costs, please refer to the following link
www.actstudent.org.

* The multiple-choice tests cover four skill areas: English, mathematics, reading, and science.
» The Writing Test, which is optional, measures skill in planning and writing a short essay.

Students may access information at www.actstudent.org. Registration packets are available in the counseling office.
Student may access the online application at: www.act.org.
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Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test (PSAT)

The Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT) is a standardized test that provides
firsthand practice for the SAT Reasoning Test and is a co-sponsored program by the College Board and National Merit
Scholarship Corporation (NMSC). The PSAT/NMSQT measures critical reading skills, math problem-solving skills and
writing skills.

The PSAT is used as a predictor of success on the SAT, and is offered in October of each school year at Waxahachie
High School. Any student in grades 9 will pay approximately $15.00.

Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT)

The SAT Reasoning Test is a standardized test that evaluates reading, writing/language, and math which may be used
as a predictor for college success. The current SAT Reasoning Test is administered in approximately four hours. For
student costs please refer to the following link https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat The SAT essay is an
optional portion of the test which is scored in two, 800-point sections, with a possible combined score of 1600.

Students may access information and find the online registration at: www.collegeboard.com. The WHS College Board
high school code number is 447-382. The SAT test center code number for Waxahachie HS is 44-888. Flyers are
available in the counseling office for area SAT preparation courses.

Pre-ACT

Pre-ACT simulates the ACT testing experience within a shorter test window on all four ACT test subjects: English,
math, reading and science. Results help predict future success on the ACT test, and provide both current achievement
and projected future ACT scores on the familiar 1-36 ACT score scale. All sophomore students registered to take the
PSAT will automatically be enrolled to take the Pre-ACT. This test will be administered on a scheduled school day.

College Bound Student Information

College Bound Students

Students should attempt to schedule a balanced educational program and do their best work in high school to meet
college admission requirements. Students may consider a two- or four-year college for post-secondary education. As
colleges have different admission requirements, students should contact the admissions office of the prospective
college(s) they are considering for specific information. For more college for additional college admissions and career
path information, visit the post-secondary student advisors in the College and Career Center.

Texas Success Initiative (TSI)

In order to meet the eligibility requirements of our higher institution partners and to establish that our students are
qualified to perform entry-level college course work, WISD requires students to take the Texas Success Initiative (TSI).
This test is provided free of charge to our students when taken at WHS. WISD will not pay for the test if it is taken at
any other site; however, if a student chooses to take the TSI at another site, their institute of higher learning will accept
those scores. For more information, please check with your counselor for the dates that these tests are given.

College Visits

It is recommended students visit prospective colleges during the summer prior to their high school senior year.
Students may schedule up to two college visits during his/her junior year and also senior year with prior approval.
Proof of actual college visits must be submitted to the campus attendance clerk. It is recommended that students make
appointments with the admissions, financial aid and housing offices, as well as the departmental office of the
curriculum area of interest.

Letters of Recommendation

Students should schedule an appointment with their counselor to complete the counselor’s portion of a college
application at least three weeks before the college application submission date. Students should submit a resume with a
minimum of two teacher report forms prior to scheduling an appointment with their counselor. Since some colleges
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have December/January deadlines, it is recommended that requests be completed by early-November. Below is a great
link for college application deadlines. As always, it’s best to check directly with the university.
http://www.collegesimply.com/guides/application-deadlines/

The Texas Common Application

The Texas Common Application for Freshman Admission may be used to apply to any Texas public college or
university, and may be accessed at www.applytexas.org, where it can be completed and submitted electronically. Paper
copies are also available in the counselor’s office.

Financial Aid & Scholarships

Financial Aid and Scholarship information is available to all students in the counselor’s office. The counseling office
maintains files of scholarships, and also maintains information at www.hs.wisd.org. Additional financial aid
information may be found through the financial aid office at colleges or universities. Students who apply for need-
based financial aid are required to complete a Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). The FAFSA
Application is available online in October of the student’s senior year. Students should work with their parents to
complete all information in a timely manner. FAFSA information and the application may be found at
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov.

Merit based scholarships are not based on financial information, but rather merit or talent in a curricular or civic-
based area. Parents are advised to avoid scholarship services who request fees. WHS will offer an informational parent
night along with support to complete the application process. Please contact the school counseling office if you have
questions. For more information on academic scholarships, contact the Post-Secondary Student Advisor.

College-Bound Student Athletes

Students interested in pursuing athletics at the collegiate level need to start preparing in gth grade. To give student
athletes the most opportunities at the next level, 16 NCAA Core Courses (4 per year), should be taken between 9-12th
grade, (see the list of NCAA approved Core Courses below). Academics need to be a priority, because without the right
courses, the necessary grades, and the needed SAT/ACT scores, there will be no playing at the next level no matter the
athlete’s talent.

To be recruited and receive an offer at a NCAA Division I or II, or NAIA level school, the athlete must register with the
eligibility center. To register with the NCAA eligibility center (this should be done during sophomore year) and find
more information, go to https://web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/To register with the NAIA eligibility center (this should be done
at the end of junior year) and find more information, go to https://play.mynaia.org/. To play at a NCAA Division III
school or junior college, the student must graduate high school and meet the individual school’s admission
requirements to be considered as an athlete at their school.

For further information, visit the ‘Recruiting’ tab on the WHS Athletics’ web page (found under ‘Student Life’). The
student’s counselor will provide the necessary information for Core Course selections. Assistance with becoming and
maintaining eligibility, being recruited, and being prepared to play at the collegiate level begins with a post-secondary
student advisor for extra-curricular courses.

**Note: Prospective college-bound athletes should be aware that NCAA programs do not recognize high school
credits earned by Credit by Examination (CBE) or many other courses taken by alternative methods. Also,
Waxahachie High School and the Student Services Advisor can only provide information, guidance, and support, and
the NCAA and NAIA Eligibility Centers make all determinations of eligibility status for a student-athlete.

Waxahachie ISD Secondary Education
2021-22 Course Catalog | Page 22



NCAA Approved Core Courses

English I, Pre-AP English I, English IT, Pre-AP English II, English III,

AP English Language I1I, DC English Composition I1I, English IV, AP English Literature
IV, DC English Composition IV, Communication Applications, Debate 1, 2, 3 and
Journalism

English

Algebra I, Geometry, Pre-AP Geometry, Algebra II, Pre AP Algebra II,
Mathematics | Pre-Calculus, Pre-AP Pre-Calculus, DC Pre-Calculus, Calculus, AP Calculus AB, AP
Statistics, DC Statistics, Algebraic Reasoning, AP Computer Science, Statistics

Biology, Pre-AP Biology, AP Biology, Integrated Physics and Chemistry, Chemistry, DC
Biology, Pre-AP Chemistry, AP Chemistry, Physics, AP Physics I, AP Physics II,

SE e Anatomy and Physiology, DC Geology, Forensic Science, Earth & Space Science, DC
Geology, Medical Microbiology, Principles of Technology
World Geography, World History, AP World History, US History, AP US History,
Social DC US History, Government, AP U.S. Government, Economics,
Studies AP Macroeconomics, DC Macroeconomics, AP Human Geography, DC

Government, Sociology/Psychology, DC Psychology

Foreign Spanish 1-3, Pre-AP Spanish III, AP Spanish IV, AP Spanish V, French 1-3,
Language Pre-AP French III, AP French IV, ASL 1-3

Other Means to Gain Course Credit

Correspondence

The Correspondence Program at WISD offers an opportunity for high school students to take off-campus
correspondence courses for high school credit. Students may earn up to two credits toward graduation by
correspondence. WISD accepts correspondence courses from Texas Tech, and the University of Texas and approval
must be obtained from a counselor before enrolling in a correspondence course. It is the student’s responsibility to pay
for correspondence courses and books and to follow all rules and regulations required by the correspondence school.
Students may be enrolled in only one correspondence course at a time, and grades earned in the course shall be used in
GPA calculations and class ranking. Seniors must complete any correspondence course required for graduation at least
one semester before the semester in which they graduate. This is to ensure that the final grade has been received and
added to the student’s transcript before class ranking is calculated.

WISD also offers students an opportunity to take online coursework via accredited programs such as Odysseyware,
Apex, The Texas Virtual Network (TxVSN), or other approved WISD accredited programs. Prior approval is required
for participation and acceptance of credits.
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Credit by Examination (CBE)
All CBE’s must be taken the prior semester in which the student wants to earn credit. We will not remove a course from
a student’s schedule pending exam results.

CBE with prior instruction: Students may earn credits by examination (CBE) in any academic course that is
required for graduation if the student has had prior instruction but has not successfully passed the course. The state of
Texas Education Agency has determined four testing windows that school districts will offer CBE’s testing. WISD
administers CBE tests in conjunction with the Texas Tech University Independent School District (TTUISD) and /or
the University of Texas at Austin UT High School 4 times a year. The school district will determine and publicize in the
community at the beginning of each school year the CBE testing dates that will take place between January 1 and
March 31, April 1 and June 30, July 1 and September 30, and October 1 and December 31. A student may take a specific
examination only once during each testing window and may not attempt to earn CBE for a specific high school course
more than two times. The testing institution will report CBE scores to the school district and the student within
approximately 4- 6 weeks. A student in any of Grades 6-12 may be given credit for an academic subject in which he or
she had prior instruction if the student scores an average of 70% or higher is achieved on both semesters of the CBE
that has been approved by the school district board of trustees for the applicable course. Exam fees apply and will be
paid by the student to WISD before the exam.

*Students that are denied credit due to excessive absences may not take a Credit by Exam to regain credit for that
course.

Note: Prospective college-bound athletes should be aware that NCAA programs do not recognize high school credits
earned by Credit by Examination (CBE).

CBE without prior instruction: Students may earn credit by examination (CBE) in any academic course that is
required for graduation other than courses that require a state assessment for End of Course (EOC) completion if the
student has not had prior instruction in that subject area. The state of Texas Education Agency has determined four
testing windows that school districts will offer CBE’s testing. WISD administers CBE tests in conjunction with the
Texas Tech University Independent School District (TTUISD) and /or the University of Texas at Austin UT High
School 4 times a year. The school district will determine and publicized in the community at the beginning of each
school year the CBE testing dates that will take place between January 1 and March 31, April 1 and June 30, July 1 and
September 30, and October 1 and December 31. A student may take a specific examination only once during each
testing window and may not attempt to earn CBE for a specific high school course more than two times. There is no
charge for a first-time CBE for acceleration purposes; Second attempts will be paid for by the student’s parent or
guardian. The testing institution will report CBE scores to the school district and the student in approximately 4-6
weeks. If an average of 80% or higher is achieved on both semesters of the CBE that has been approved by the school
district board of trustees for the applicable course, the student is given credit for the course, and the school district
must enter the examination score on the student's transcript.
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Early Graduation

Mid-Year/Early Graduates

Students who plan to graduate at the end of the fall semester of their senior year must submit an Early Graduation Plan
to their counselor no later than the spring semester of their junior year. Students must have written parent/guardian
consent and have met with their counselor to discuss the early graduation plan.

Three-Year High School Graduates

Students who plan to graduate within three years must submit a Three-Year Graduation Plan to their counselor before
the first semester of their junior year. Students must have written parent/guardian consent and have met with their
counselor to discuss the early graduation plan. Three-year graduates will be considered seniors at the beginning of the
second semester of their third year in high school. Three-year graduates will not be considered for
valedictorian or salutatorian of the graduating class, nor will they be included in the senior GPA and
ranking until their last semester. Students must complete all coursework and state assessment criteria to
graduate under a three-year plan.

Special Education Programs

“The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act of 2004 (IDEA) is the federal law that governs the special education
process. One of the main purposes of IDEA is to ensure that children with disabilities have available to them a free
appropriate public education (FAPE) that emphasizes special education and related services designed to meet their
unique needs and prepare them for further education, employment, and independent living. Special education means
specially designed instruction to meet the unique needs of a child with a disability. Related services are special services
needed to support students’ special education services so they can make progress to meet their academic and
functional goals. Related services can include services such as occupational therapy, physical therapy, speech-language
therapy,

counseling services, orientation and mobility services, and/or transportation services.”

(Parent’s Guide to the Admission, Review, and Dismissal Process, July 2018)

Placement supports and services are based on the individual needs of the student and determined by the Admission,
Review, and Dismissal Committee (ARDc) in the Individualized Education Plan (IEP). Educational programming and
placement decisions are always made on an individual basis as determined by appropriate assessment data. After a
student’s IEP has been developed, the ARDc considers where the required services can best be implemented. The
general education classroom is the primary placement option that is always considered first. Students are removed
only as far from this setting as their individual needs dictate.

» In-Class Support: Inclusion

» In-Class Support: Co-Teaching

» Learning Lab

=  Pro-Inclusion Lab (PRO)

*  Modified Curriculum (M)

»  Life Skills Alternative Curriculum (T)

*  Vocational Adjustment Cooperative (VAC)
» Elevate 18+ Program
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Courses & Programs
Special Education Courses & Programs for WHS

In-Class Support services are available to meet the individual needs of students in general education settings.
Students receive consultative, direct, and/or indirect support from special education staff within the general education
classroom. A paraprofessional may provide support under the direct supervision of the teacher, as specified in the IEP.
Specially designed instruction is required. Students receive course credit.

Co-Teach courses are taught in the general education environment with both a certified general education teacher
and a certified special education teacher. The general education teacher and special education teacher share
responsibility for the lesson planning, the instruction, and the progress monitoring of ALL students in the classroom.
Students receive course credit.

Learning Lab is an instructional and behavior support service, including identified special education students who
receive their primary instruction in the general education setting. The Learning Lab teachers and paraprofessionals
offer a wide variety of services in collaboration with the general education classroom teacher to provide the
interventions and strategies necessary for students with disabilities to master curriculum objectives. The Learning Lab
teacher obtains lesson plans, materials, etc., to plan a quality support system for the student. The program provides
academic support services for students receiving course credit.

Pro-Inclusion Program is for students who have a designated accommodation or specified frequency and duration
of intensive behavior support described in their IEP. The program is individualized, flexible, and provides positive
behavioral support services for students receiving general or modified curriculum course credit. Students who need
additional help in maintaining appropriate behavior may be supported by the special education teacher and/or
paraprofessionals. Students for whom the ARD committee plans this service follow their IEP determined class schedule
and may access the support of the special education teacher when the student or his/her classroom teacher sees the
need for help in maintaining appropriate behaviors as specified in the student’s Behavior Intervention Plan (BIP).

Modified Curriculum® courses are taught in a Special Education classroom. Instruction in this classroom setting is
individualized and based upon the student’s IEP goals, and objectives which are linked to the student’s enrolled grade-
level TEKS. These services are available for students who need more intensive individualized instruction with
modifications to the general education curriculum. The emphasis is on core academic areas with the focus directed
towards skill acquisition, acceleration, and/or remediation. Students work toward mastery of individually developed
IEP objectives in classes instructed by certified special education teachers. Students served in this classroom setting are
typically multiple years behind their enrolled grade-level, require intensive interventions, and receive modifications of
the grade-level curriculum.

Structured Instruction Program is a highly structured, supportive learning environment designed for the unique
needs of students for whom academic, communication and behavior needs cannot be met in other settings. The
classroom is designed to serve students that demonstrate significant deficits in social interactions, communication,
organization, and/or self-regulation skills. Students in this setting may or may not be receiving instruction at a
modified* level.

Life Skills Program* is a self-contained program designed for students who demonstrate significant cognitive
disabilities and require an alternate curriculum. The emphasis of the Life Skills program is to provide functional
academics and vocational opportunities. An IEP is developed for every student based on the student’s academic
abilities, cognitive skills, social and behavioral needs, and functional skills needed to increase independence. Students
in this program access curriculum through prerequisite skills. Instruction is provided in both individual and small
group settings.

18+ Programs* are designed for students that have completed their course credit and EOC graduation
requirements, but will continue to receive services to complete their Individualized Education
Program (IEP) to gain independent living, self-help, employability, education, and recreation/ leisure
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skills. The student’s ARD committee will determine the best 18+ program to meet the student’s
individualized needs.

Elevate (18+) is a cooperative program designed for students with cognitive deficits who are enrolled in Waxahachie,
Midlothian, or Red Oak ISD. Students enrolled in Elevate will spend a half-day on campus at Navarro College, taking
courses that focus on improving vocational-related reading and communication skills, basic computer skills, and
develop employment and job search skills. The other half of the day is spent on a job site with a job coach. Upon
completion of the Level I and Level II programs, a Continuing Education Certificate of Completion will be awarded as
well as the official high school diploma.

Global High School 18+ Program is designed for students with cognitive deficits enrolled in WISD. Students
enrolled in this program will spend a portion of their day exploring a variety of on-site job training opportunities, real-
world skill application, and volunteer work in the local community. Instruction in the classroom setting is designed to
improve skills in independent living, self-help, pre-vocational, or leisure activities. Continuation in the program will be
determined at least annually based on ARD committee reviews and mastery of the IEP.

'WHS 18+ Program is designed for students with more significant cognitive deficits enrolled in WISD. Students
enrolled in this program will remain on the high school campus continuing instruction in the classroom setting
designed to improve skills in independent living, self-help, pre-vocational, or leisure activities with opportunities for
pre-vocational skill application in a variety of settings on the campus. Continuation in the program will be determined
at least annually based on ARD committee reviews and mastery of the IEP.

*Students graduating with modified or alternate courses are not eligible to graduate under the Foundation with an
Endorsement Graduation Plan if one or more of the endorsement classes are modified curriculum. Students who
graduate on the Foundation Graduation Plan are not eligible for automatic admission into a Texas four-year
university; however, they may be eligible for Junior College or Career Technology Schools.
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English Language Arts

Grade

Course Name Credits GPA Prerequisite
Level
Pre-AP English I 1 9 Honors | None
Pre-AP English IT 1 10 Honors | Pre AP English I
English III 1 11 Regular | English IT or PAP English II
el G kel Recpmmended Prerequisite: English II or
" 1 11 Honors | equivalent, and must meet college
Composition .
readiness standards
English IV 1 12 Regular | English I, English II, & English III
Dual Credit- British Prerequisite: Dual Credit (DC) English
Literature 2322 0.5 12 Honors | ITI, and must meet college readiness
standards
Dual Credit- British Prerequisite: Dual Credit (DC) English
Literature 2323 0.5 12 Honors | ITI, and must meet college readiness
standards
Debate I 1 10-12 None | None
Dual Credit Creative 1 10-12 | Regular | English I
Writing
Journalism I 1 10-12 | Regular | Recommended Prerequisite: 85 + in
English I
Journalism IT Recommended Prerequisite: English I
1 11-12 | Regular .
and Journalism I
Dual Credit English I, English II, English ITI, ENG
Technical Writing 1301
1 11-12 Honors

Must meet eligibility requirements for
dual credit.
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Waxahachie Global High
School Course Descriptions

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS
Honors English I
ENG 1- 03220100
Grade Level: 9
GPA Type: Honors
Credit: 1
Course #: 0100
Prerequisite: None

English I provides a year-long program of interrelated language skills with study in the areas of reading, writing, speaking, and
listening. It includes a study of literature, personal and creative writing, introductory research skills, and the development of a
writing portfolio. Students write about literature from all genres, participate in class discussions, and present oral reports.
Grammar, mechanics and spelling are given appropriate review necessary for effective writing.

Honors English II *

ENG 2 - 03220200

Grade Level: 10

GPA Type: Honors

Credit: 1 credit

Course #: 0102

Prerequisite: English I or equivalent

English II provides a year-long integrated study of the four skills required for effective communication: reading, writing, speaking
and listening. Students continue the development of a writing portfolio, and read extensively in multiple genres from world
literature. Students learn literary forms and terms associated with selections being read. Students interpret the possible influences
of the historical context on a literary work.

English III

ENG 3 - 03220300

Grade Level: 11 GPA

Type: Regular

Credit: 1 credit

Course #: 0104

Prerequisite: English II or equivalent

English III provides a chronological survey of American literature from the beginning of literary development in the United States
through contemporary times and integrates writing skills with the study of literature and the research process.

English III students read extensively in multiple genres from American literature and other world literature. Periods from American
literature may include the pre-colonial period, colonial and revolutionary periods, romanticism and idealism, realism and
naturalism, early and late 20th century. Students learn literary forms and terms associated with selections being read and interpret
the possible influences of the historical context on a literary work.

Dual Credit (DC) English Composition (for juniors; ENG III equivalent)
ENG 3 - 03220300

Grade Level: 11 GPA

Type: Honors

Credit: 1 credit

Course #: 0112

Prerequisite: English II or equivalent, and must meet college readiness standards

Students will earn credits in WGHS English IIT and in ENGLISH 1301 and ENGLISH 1302 through Institute of Higher Education.
Upon successful completion students will earn six college hours from Institute of Higher Education. Students must meet all
requirements for enrollment at Navarro for both semesters.

ENGL 1301 COMPOSITION AND RHETORIC I includes study of grammatical and rhetorical principles as applied in written
composition; study of nature and function of language; and study of rhetorical modes as description, narration, process,
comparison, contrast, definition, classification, persuasion, argument, and critical review.
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ENGL 1302 COMPOSITION AND RHETORIC II includes a more complex study of rhetorical principles developing the critical essay
and formal research paper. Selected readings, used as a springboard for writing, include poetry, short story and drama.

Dual Credit (DC) English Composition (for seniors; ENG IV equivalent)
ENG 4 - 03220400

Grade Level: 11

GPA Type: Honors

Credit: 1 credit

Course #: 0109

Prerequisite: English III or equivalent, an d must meet college readiness standards

Students will earn credits in WGHS English IV and in ENGLISH 1301 and ENGLISH 1302 through Institute of Higher Education.
Upon successful completion students will earn six college hours from Institute of Higher Education. Students must meet all
requirements for enrollment at Navarro for both semesters.

ENGL 1301 COMPOSITION AND RHETORIC I includes study of grammatical and rhetorical principles as applied in written
composition; study of nature and function of language; and study of rhetorical modes as description, narration, process,
comparison, contrast, definition, classification, persuasion, argument, and critical review.

ENGL 1302 COMPOSITION AND RHETORIC II includes a more complex study of rhetorical principles developing the critical essay
and formal research paper. Selected readings, used as a springboard for writing, include poetry, short story and drama.

English IV

ENG 4 - 03220400

Grade Level: 12

GPA Type: Regular

Credit: 1 credit

Course #: 0106

Prerequisite: English III or equivalent

English IV provides a survey of English literature tracing the development of literary forms and movements through the reading of
representative selections from significant British writers. The course also includes an intense study of composition and research
skills. English IV students read extensively in multiple genres from British literature and other world literature. Periods from British
literature may include the old English period, medieval period, English renaissance, 17th century, 18th century, romantic period,
Victorian period, and modern and post- modern period. Students learn literary forms and terms associated with selections being
read, and interpret the possible influences of the historical context on a literary work.

DC British Literature

ENG 4 - 03220400

Grade Level: 12

GPA Type: Honors

Credit: 1 credit

Course #: 0106

Prerequisite: English III or equivalent

English IV provides a survey of English literature tracing the development of literary forms and movements through the reading of
representative selections from significant British writers. The course also includes an intense study of composition and research
skills. English IV students read extensively in multiple genres from British literature and other world literature. Periods from British
literature may include the old English period, medieval period, English renaissance, 17th century, 18th century, romantic period,
Victorian period, and modern and post- modern period. Students learn literary forms and terms associated with selections being
read, and interpret the possible influences of the historical context on a literary work

Dual Credit (DC) Creative Writing

ENG 4 - 03221200

Grade Level: 12 GPA

Type: Regular

Credit: 0.5 credit Course #:

Prerequisite: English 1301, 1302

The writing of fiction is the focus of this course. Included are the short story, poetry, and short drama.
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Dual Credit (DC) Technical Writing
ENG 4 - 03221100

Grade Level: 12

GPA Type: Regular

Credit: 0.5 credit Course #:

Prerequisite: English III or equivalent

Intensive study of and practice in professional settings. Focus on the types of documents necessary to make decisions and take
action on the job, such as proposals, reports, instructions, policies and procedures, e-mail messages, letters, and descriptions of
products and services. Practice individual and collaborative processes involved in the creation of ethical and efficient documents.

Journalism I

Grade Placement: 10-12

JRNLSM - TEA Code: 03230100

Course #: 0160

GPA Type: None

Credit: 1.0

Prerequisite: An average of 85 or above in English

Journalism is an introduction to basic journalistic skills, including newspaper writing and yearbook compilation with emphasis on
writing. Students enrolled in Journalism write in a variety of forms for different audiences and purposes. Students will become
analytical consumers of media and technology to enhance their communication skills. Technology, visual and electronic media are
used as tools for learning as students create, clarify, critique, write and produce effective communications.

Journalism IT

ENG 03230110

Grade Level; 11-12

GPA Type: None

Credit: 1

Course #: 0168

Prerequisite: English I, Journalism I

Students study and apply the journalistic skills and processes necessary to produce a yearbook. Students will develop skills in news
judgment, fact gathering, photography, writing headlines and captions, graphic design and layout, proofing, editing, advertising,
and creative writing. This course requires considerable time outside school hours as well as leadership and teamwork abilities.

Students enrolled in Journalism have the opportunity to develop the basic skills needed for the production of a newspaper and
yearbook.
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Debate and Speech
Course Name Credits Grade GPA Prerequisite
Level

Professml.lal. 0.5 10-12 Regular | None

Communications

Dual Credit Public o 1o Honors None

Speaking D 9

Debate 1 10-12 Regular [None

SPEECH

Professional Communications
PROFCOMM - 13009900

Grade Level: 10-12

GPA Type: Regular

Credit: .5

Course #: 17209 Prerequisite:

Professional Communications blends written, oral, and graphic communication in a career-based environment. Careers in the global
economy require individuals to be creative and have a strong background in computer and technology applications, a strong and
solid academic foundation, and a proficiency in professional oral and written communication. Within this context, students will be
expected to develop and expand the ability to write, read, edit, speak, listen, apply software applications, manipulate computer
graphics, and conduct Internet research.

Dual Credit (DC) Public Speaking
PUBSPKG1 - 03240900

Grade Level: 9-12

GPA Type: Honors

Credit: .5 credit

Course #: 01355 Prerequisite: None

Students will earn credits in WGHS Communication Applications (Speech) and in PUBLIC SPEAKING 1315 through Institute of
Higher Education. Upon successful completion students will earn 3 college hours from Institute of Higher Education. Students must
meet all requirements for enrollment at Navarro for both semesters and will be required to enroll through the Counseling office.
SPCH 1315 PUBLIC SPEAKING - Students will be introduced to research, composition, organization, delivery and analysis of
informative and persuasive speeches for various purposes and occasions. Emphasis is placed on developing the students’ abilities in
presentation of ideas.

DEBATE

Debate I

Grade Placement: 10-12

DEBATE 1 — TEA Code: 03240600
Course #: 0138

GPA Type: Regular

Credit: 1.0

Prerequisite: None

Students learn skills in all forms of debate, including research and development of negative cases, negative case rebuttal and oratory.
Debate students learn the basics of Cross-Examination (Policy) and Lincoln-Douglass (Value) debate formulas. Students have the
opportunity to advance from novice to championship competition as skills increase, through research and development of strategic
cases in competition against debaters from other schools.
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Mathematics
Course Name Credits Grade GPA Prerequisite
Level
Algebra I 1 9 Regular | 8thgrade math or equivalent
Pre-AP Geometry 1 9-10 Honors Algebra I
Algebraic Reasoning 1 10-12 Regular | Algebral
Pre-AP Algebra II 1 10-12 Honors Algebra I, Geometry
Pre-Calculus 1 11-12 Regular | Geometry and Algebra I1
Algebra IT and Geometry
Dual Credit Pre-Calculus 1 11-12 Honors | Must meet eligibility requirements
for dual credit.
Dual Credit Calculus 1 11-12 Honors  [Pre-Calculus
Algebra 11
Dual Credit Statistics 1 11-12 Honors | Must meet eligibility requirements
for dual credit.
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MATHEMATICS
Algebra I
ALG 1- 03100500
Grade Level: 9
GPA Type: Regular
Credit: 1 credit
Course #: 0204 Prerequisite: None

Algebra I will emphasize the study of linear functions. Students will use functions to represent and model problem situations and to
analyze and interpret relationships. Topics include graphing, solving equations and inequalities, systems of linear equations and
problem solving. Quadratic and non- linear functions will be introduced. Students making below 80 in Algebra I are recommended
to take both Mathematical Models with Applications (MMA) and Geometry during their sophomore year.

Pre-AP Geometry *

GEOM - 03100700

Grade Level: 9-10

GPA Type: Honors

Credit: 1 credit

Course #: 0206 Prerequisite: Algebra I

Geometry uses a variety of representations (concrete, pictorial, algebraic, and coordinate) to expand the understanding of geometric
structure, patterns, dimensionality, congruence and similarity. Graphing calculators will be used occasionally in this course.
Technology programs will be integrated throughout the course.

Pre-AP Algebra I1

ALG 2 - 03100600

Grade Level: 10-12

GPA Type: Honors

Credit: 1 credit

Course #: 0208

Prerequisites: Algebra I, Geometry

Algebra II uses a variety of representations (concrete, numerical, algorithmic and graphical) to expand the understanding of
functions, the relationship between algebra and geometry, quadratic, square root, rational, exponential and logarithmic functions. A
TI-83 or TI-84 graphing calculator is required for home use in this course.

Algebraic Reasoning
ALGREA - TEA Code: 03102540
Grade Placement: 10-12

Course #: 0203

GPA Type: Regular

Credit: 1.0

Prerequisites: Algebra I

Students will broaden their knowledge of functions and relationships, including linear, quadratic, square root, rational, cubic, cube
root, exponential, absolute value, and logarithmic functions. Students will study these functions through analysis and application
that includes explorations of patterns and structure, number and algebraic methods, and modeling from data using tools that build
to workforce and college readiness such as probes, measurement tools, and software tools, including spreadsheets.

Dual Credit (DC) Pre-Calculus OFFERED THROUGH UT TYLER

PRE CALC - 03101100

Grade Level: 11-12

GPA Type: Honors

Credit: 1 credit

Course #: 0228

Prerequisite: Algebra IT or Honors Algebra IT

DC Pre-Calculus will fulfill both the requirements of high school Pre-Calculus and earn 6 college hours in MATH 1314

COLLEGE ALGEBRA and MATH 1316 PLANE TRIGONOMETRY. Upon successful completion students will earn six college hours
from the Institute of Higher Education (IHE).

MATH 1314 COLLEGE ALGEBRA - Students will study linear equations and inequalities, second-degree relations and functions,
polynomial functions, rational functions, exponential and logarithmic functions, systems of equations and inequalities, matrices and
determinants and sequences and series.

MATH 1316 PLANE TRIGONOMETRY - Students will study definition and use of trigonometric functions; solution of right triangles
and oblique triangles; use of degree measure and radian measure; application of angular velocity and acceleration; fundamental
identities; graphs of trigonometric functions; solutions of trigonometric equations with complex numbers and vectors.
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Dual Credit (DC) Calculus OFFERED THROUGH UT TYLER
INSTUMTH - 03102500

Grade Level: 11-12

GPA Type: Honors

Credit: 1 credit

Course #: 0225 Prerequisite: Pre-Calculus

DC Calculus will fulfill both the requirements of high school Calculus and earn 4 college hours in CALCULUS I through Institute of
Higher Education. In addition to covering the content of the 1st year of Calculus, this course covers selected topics in- depth and
introduces further content including integration techniques, as well as an expanded number of differential equations. Students must
remain in this course the entire year to receive credit for INDEPENDENT STUDY IN MATH and 6.0 GPA points.

MATH 2413 CALCULUS I with ANALYTIC GEOMETERY - Students will study limits, analytic geometry, derivatives and curve
sketching, anti- derivatives, including trigonometric functions, definite integrals and applications of definite integrals.

MATH 2414 CALCULUS II with ANALYTIC GEOMETERY —
This course is a continuation of MATH 2413.

Dual Credit (DC) Statistics I and II OFFERED THROUGH UT TYLER
INSTMTH2 - 03102501

Grade Level: 11-12

GPA Type: Honors

Credit: .5 credit (semester course)

Course #: 0220

Prerequisite: Algebra IT or Honors Algebra IT

Statistics DC will fulfill the requirements of high school Statistics and earn 3 college hours in ELEMENTARY STATISTICAL
METHODS 1342 through Institute of Higher Education upon successful completion students will earn three college hours from
Institute of Higher Education. Students taking DC Statistics will receive a High School credit for INDEPENDENT STUDY IN MATH.
MATH 1342 ELEMENTARY STATISTICAL METHODS - Students will present and interpret data, probability, sampling, correlation
and regression, analysis of variance and the use of statistical software.
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Science

Grade

Course Name Credits GPA Prerequisite
Level
Recommended Prerequisite: Yearly
: . averages of 80 or higher in 8t grade
Pzl gl oy ! 9 Honors science and math are recommended
Pre-AP Chemistry 1 10-12 | Honors | Prerequisite: Biology
Physics 1 10-12 | Regular | Prerequisite: Biology
Pre-AP Physics 1 11-12 | Honors Prerequisite: Biology
Dl Gty 1 10-12 | Honors | Prerequisite: Biology

Intro Chemistry I

Prerequisite: Biology or Pre-AP Biology:

Advanced Career L 10-12 | Regular Suggested prerequisite: Chemistry or

Science I concurrent enrollment in Chemistry.
Advanced Career Prerequlslte: Biology or Prq-AP Biology,
. 1 11-12 | Regular | Chemistry or Pre-AP Chemistry, and

Science 11
Algebra I

Algebra I and Biology, Chemistry,

Engineering Science Integrated Physics and Chemistry (IPC),

(POE) 1 10 Regular or Physics. Recommended prerequisite:
Geometry
Algebra I and Biology, Chemistry,
Engineering Science ) " Honors Integrated Physics and Chemistry (IPC),

(POE) College Credit or Physics. Recommended prerequisite:

Geometry
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SCIENCE

Pre-AP Biology

BIO - 03010200

Grade Level: 9

GPA Type: Honors

Credit: 1 credit

Course #: 0301

Prerequisite: Yearly averages of 80 or higher in 8th grade science and math are recommended.

Honors Biology extends students’ experiences in conducting field and laboratory investigations, using scientific methods during
investigations, and making informed decisions using critical-thinking and scientific problem-solving. Students study a variety of
topics that include: structures and functions of cells and viruses; growth and development of organisms; cells, tissues, and organs;
nucleic acids and genetics; biological evolution; taxonomy; metabolism and energy transfers in living organisms; living systems;
homeostasis; ecosystems; and plants and the environment.

Pre-AP Chemistry

CHEM - 03040000

Grade Level: 10-12

GPA Type: Regular

Credit: 1 credit

Course #: 0319 Prerequisite: Biology or IPC

Students conduct field and laboratory investigations, use scientific methods during investigations, and make informed decisions
using critical thinking and scientific problem solving. Students study a variety of topics that include: characteristics of matter;
energy transformations during physical and chemical changes; atomic structure; periodic table of elements; behavior of gases;
bonding; nuclear fusion and nuclear fission; oxidation-reduction reactions; chemical equations; solutes; properties of solutions;
acids and bases; and chemical reactions. Students will investigate how chemistry is an integral part of our daily lives.

Dual Credit Intro Chemistry I OFFERED THROUGH NAVARRO COLLEGE

CHEM - 03040000

Grade Level: 10-12

GPA Type: Honors

Credit: 1 credit

Course #: 0319

Students conduct field and laboratory investigations, use scientific methods during investigations, and make informed decisions
using critical thinking and scientific problem solving. Students study a variety of topics that include: characteristics of matter;
energy transformations during physical and chemical changes; atomic structure; periodic table of elements; behavior of gases;
bonding; nuclear fusion and nuclear fission; oxidation-reduction reactions; chemical equations; solutes; properties of solutions;
acids and bases; and chemical reactions. Students will investigate how chemistry is an integral part of our daily lives.

Physics

PHYSICS - 03050000

Grade Level: 10-12

GPA Type: Regular

Credit: 1 credit

Course #: 0312 Prerequisite: Biology

Students are introduced to fundamental concepts in the areas of mechanics, light, sound, heat, electricity, magnetism and nuclear
phenomena. Students acquire data by using his senses and instrumentation. Student investigations emphasize accurate
observations, collection of data, data analysis and the safe manipulation of laboratory apparatus and materials in the laboratory and
field.

Pre-AP Physics

PHYSICS -

Grade Level: 10-12

GPA Type: Honors

Credit: 1 credit

Course #: 0312 Prerequisite: Biology

Students are introduced to fundamental concepts in the areas of mechanics, light, sound, heat, electricity, magnetism and nuclear
phenomena. Students acquire data by using his senses and instrumentation. Student investigations emphasize accurate
observations, collection of data, data analysis and the safe manipulation of laboratory apparatus and materials in the laboratory and
field.
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Advanced Career Science I

SCIRD2- 13037210

Grade Level: 11-12

GPA Type: Regular

Credit: 1 credit

Course #: 17563

Prerequisite: Biology, Chemistry, Integrated Physics and Chemistry (IPC) or Physics. Students must meet the 40% laboratory and fieldwork
requirement. This course satisfies a high school science graduation requirement. Students shall be awarded one credit for
successful completion of this course.

Course description(s): Offered with partnering post-secondary institutions, Advanced Career Science is recommended for students in
Grades 11-12, seeking an advanced fourth science alternative aligned with their individual career goals. Prerequisite: Biology, Chemistry and
Physics. To receive credit in science, students must meet the 40% laboratory and fieldwork requirement. All Dual Credit requirements must
be met and pre-approval received prior to enrollment. This course may be based in a Science or Career & Technical Education (CTE)
program area. An application is available through the Counselors or CTE office. The high school transcript will record the class as “Scientific
Research and Design II or III”. Some examples of courses that may be taken are DC Biology

Advanced Career Science II

SCIRD2- 13037220

Grade Level: 11-12

GPA Type: Honors

Credit: 1 credit

Course #: 17564

Prerequisite: Biology, Chemistry, Integrated Physics and Chemistry (IPC) or Physics. Students must meet the 40% laboratory and fieldwork
requirement. This course satisfies a high school science graduation requirement. Students shall be awarded one credit for
successful completion of this course.

Course description(s): Offered with partnering post-secondary institutions, Advanced Career Science is recommended for students in
Grades 11-12, seeking an advanced fourth science alternative aligned with their individual career goals. Prerequisite: Biology, Chemistry and
Physics. To receive credit in science, students must meet the 40% laboratory and fieldwork requirement. All Dual Credit requirements must
be met and pre-approval received prior to enrollment. This course may be based in a Science or Career & Technical Education (CTE)
program area. An application is available through the Counselors or CTE office. The high school transcript will record the class as “Scientific
Research and Design II or III”. Some examples of courses that may be taken are DC Chemistry

Engineering Science (POE)

ENGSCIEN - 13037500

Grade Level: 10

GPA Type: Regular 4.0

Credit: 1 credit

Course #: 17570

Recommended Prerequisite: IED

Mandatory Prerequisite: Algebra I and Biology, Chemistry, Integrated Physics and Chemistry (IPC), or Physics. Recommended prerequisite:
Geometry. Students must meet the 40% laboratory and fieldwork requirement. This course satisfies a high school science
graduation requirement.

Engineering Science is an engineering course designed to expose students to some of the major concepts and technologies that they will
encounter in a postsecondary program of study in any engineering domain. Students will have an opportunity to investigate engineering and
high-tech careers. In Engineering Science, students will employ science, technology, engineering, and mathematical concepts in the solution
of real-world challenge situations. Students will develop problem-solving skills and apply their knowledge of research and design to create
solutions to various challenges. Students will also learn how to document their work and communicate their solutions to their peers and
members of the professional community.

Engineering Science (POE) — College Credit Eligible

ENGSCIEN - 13037500

Grade Level: 10

GPA Type: Advanced 6.0

Credit: 1 credit

Course #: 16330

Recommended Prerequisite: IED; required for all sophomores

Mandatory Prerequisite: Algebra I and Biology, Chemistry, Integrated Physics and Chemistry (IPC), or Physics. Recommended prerequisite:
Geometry. Students must meet the 40% laboratory and fieldwork requirement. This course satisfies a high school science
graduation requirement.

Engineering Science is an engineering course designed to expose students to some of the major concepts and technologies that they will
encounter in a postsecondary program of study in any engineering domain. Students will have an opportunity to investigate engineering and
high-tech careers. In Engineering Science, students will employ science, technology, engineering, and mathematical concepts in the solution
of real-world challenge situations. Students will develop problem-solving skills and apply their knowledge of research and design to create
solutions to various challenges. Students will also learn how to document their work and communicate their solutions to their peers and
members of the professional community. Students in this section must meet the entrance criteria by earning an acceptable
score in the IED end of course exam to make them eligible for transcripted credit.

Waxahachie ISD Secondary Education
2021-22 Course Catalog | Page 38



Social Studies

Grade

Course Name Credits GPA Prerequisite
Level
Pre-AP World None
Geography 1 9-10 Honors
Pr.e-AP World 1 0-10 Honors| None
History
Prerequisite -- One of the following;:
World
United States History ) ol | Rl History, AP World History, World
Geography or
AP Human Geography
Prerequisite -- One of the following;:
. World History or World Geography
DC US History 1 10-11 Honors| Must meet eligibility requirements for
dual credit.
. Prerequisite: U.S. History, AP U.S.
Economics 5 12 Regular e o 50 0.6 ik
Prerequisite: U.S. History, AP U.S.
DC Macroeconomics 1o Honors History or DC U.S. History Must meet
D eligibility requirements for dual credit.
Prerequisite: U.S. History, AP U.S.
US Government 5 12 Regular Trsryer B0 U8, B
Prerequisite: U.S. History, AP U.S.
History, DC U.S. History
DC Government 5 12 Honors | Must meet eligibility requirements for
dual credit.
DC Texas
Government/ Must meet eligibility requirements for
Social Studies . 12 Honors | dual credit.
Advanced Studies
. Must meet eligibility requirements for
DC Sociology 5 11-12 None dual credit.
DC Psveholo 1119 None Must meet eligibility requirements for
Y &y . dual credit.
Personal Financial 5 g-12 None | None

Literacy
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SOCIAL STUDIES

Pre-AP World Geography Studies *
W GEO - 03320100

Grade Level: 9-10

GPA Type: Honors

Credit: 1 credit

Course #: 0400

Prerequisite: None

Students examine people, places, and environments at local, regional, national, and international scales from the spatial and
ecological perspectives of geography. Students describe the influence of geography on events of the past and present. A significant
portion of the course centers around the physical processes that shape patterns in the physical environment; the characteristics of
major land forms, climates, and ecosystems and their interrelationships; the political, economic, and social processes that shape
cultural patterns of regions; types and patterns of settlement; the distribution and movement of world population; relationships
among people, places, and environments; and the concept of region. Students compare how components of culture shape the
characteristics of regions and analyze the impact of technology and human modifications on the physical environment. Students use
problem-solving and decision-making skills to ask and answer geographic questions.

Pre-AP World History Studies *
W HIST - 03340400

Grade Level: 9-10

GPA Type: Honors

Credit: 1 credit

Course #: 0401

Prerequisite: None

Students are provided an overview of the entire history of humankind. The major emphasis is on the study of significant people,
events, and issues from the earliest times to the present. Traditional historical points of reference in world history are identified as
students analyze important events and issues in western civilization as well as in civilizations in other parts of the world. Students
evaluate the causes and effects of political and economic imperialism and of major political revolutions since the 17th century.
Students examine the impact of geographic factors on major historic events and identify the historic origins of contemporary
economic systems. Students analyze the process by which democratic-republican governments evolved as well as the ideas from
historic documents that influenced that process. Students trace the historical development of important legal and political concepts.
Students examine the history and impact of major religious and philosophical traditions. Students analyze the connections between
major developments in science and technology and the growth of industrial economies, and they use the process of historical inquiry
to research, interpret, and use multiple sources of evidence.

Students who meet eligibility requirements for Dual Credit Western Civilization prior to the beginning of the second semester may
receive 3 college hours from Institute of Higher Education for Western Civilization, HIST 2312 for successful completion of the
second semester of World History Studies.

United States History
US HIST - 03340100
Grade Level: 10-11

GPA Type: Regular

Credit: 1 credit

Course #: 0403
Prerequisite: World History

In this course, which is the second part of a two-year study of United States History that begins in Grade 8, students study the
history of the United States since Reconstruction to the present. Historical content focuses on the political, economic, and social
events and issues related to industrialization and urbanization, major wars, domestic and foreign policies of the Cold War and post-
Cold War eras, and reform movements including civil rights. Students examine the impact of geographic factors on major events and
analyze causes and effects of the Great Depression. Students examine the impact of constitutional issues on American society,
evaluate the dynamic relationship of the three branches of the federal government, and analyze efforts to expand the democratic
process. Students describe the relationship between the arts and the times during which they were created. Students analyze the
impact of technological innovations on the American labor movement. Students use critical-thinking skills to explain and apply
different methods that historians use to interpret the past, including points of view and historical context.
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Dual Credit (DC) United States History
US HIST - 03340100

Grade Level: 11 GPA

Type: Honors

Credit: 1 credit

Course #: 0413

Prerequisite: World History

DC U.S. History completes both WGHS requirements for U.S. History and earns 6 college hours from Institute of Higher Education
for AMERICAN HISTORY 1301 AND AMERICAN HISTORY 1302.

In AMERICAN HISTORY 1301, students review the political, economic, social, military, cultural and intellectual history of the
United States from the discovery of America through the American Civil War in 1865. The major developments of the Federal
Republic, Westward Expansion, and growth of Democracy, Sectionalism, and cultural developments are emphasized in this survey.

In AMERICAN HISTORY 1302, content includes Reconstruction, Industrialization, World War I, the Great Depres